Station Master's House: Maghera

Joe Mallon LLB

I am a Maghera man - [ grew up in

Crewe Drive just down the railway

line about one hundred yards from
where the Station Master's House

is gimated. Az children myself and
my three brothers, as well as all my
neighbours, played on the railway
line and went on adventures ap to
the ‘big road” on the old path of the
line. My parents always encouraged

us to go out and explore and have
fun.

The Station Master's House was
actually a building I walked past
every day on my way to school at the
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local seat of learning - S3aint Patrick’s
College. When [ left Maghera to go
o university in Trinity in Dublin, 1
never dreamed 1 would be back one
day and be working in this fantastic
building.

Mot a kot is known about the history
of the house, Maghera Station was
opened on 18th Decernber 1880 by
the Derry Central Railway which
ran from Magherafelt to MacFin
hanction and was 29.25 miles long.
The preceding stop to Maghera was
Upperlands Station and next stop
Enocklonghrim. It was taken owver by

the Morthern Counties Committee in
Septernber 1901, The station closed
to passengers on 2Ech August 1950
and the final closure took place on
1zt October 19459 For seventy-nine
years the raibway station served the
people of Maghera and surrounding
areas - geventy-nine years of stories,
mernories and history that T hope to
atart gathering in order to compile a
record of this part of our heritage,
Ome great old svory of the station is
contained on the Maghera Historical
Society wehsite:



Belfast Mewsletter 10th March 1550
A MAaN LEAPS FROM A TRAIM.
MAGHERA, SUINDAY:- After the

Hchnlﬂ]:,whnmmdntI:t the
station, beard sounds a5 of some person
moaing llm.gl]m].'nc a short distamce
got about 100 vards down the line when
be found 2 young man romed James
Mellon close to the rails apparently
suffering ereat pain. The station-praster,

porters carried the injured man oma
door to the waiting-room, where ke was
in attendanes. The doctor found that
Mellon's right leg was broloen a htde
ahore the knee. Cnestoned as to how
joined the train at Kilrea, intendimg to
get out at Maghera, but be mistool: the
station, and on foding bis mistake he
jurcped out of the railway carriage, with
the resalt abready mentioned. A cart
having been procured, be was removed
to bis father’s residence in the tonland
of Ternoney.

Spmewhat ironic given the now
current nge of the bnilding some
have zaid!

There were five station masters
who lived and worked in this fine
building over that time - The frst
was Thomas Butler, he was followed
by Harry Moore, Jack Bradley,
Herbie Wilson (who is remnernbered
in the article on page 25 My
Grandparents: A Persomal Tribute.
By Kenneth Murray) and finally
Herbert Monteith, At the opening
of the Svaticon Master's House on
Thursday the 3rd December 2005
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we were delighted to be joined by
Mrz Monteith, her daughter Sandra
Grainger and Sandra’s husband
Richard. Mrz Monteith, in her
nineties, was overjoyed to be back in
what was her home for many years.
Since then her two sons, Keith and
Smart, have been to vigit the building
and recounted many fantastic stories
about growing up there.

This hag been a recurring thermne
gince we opened for business on the
1st Movernber 201 5 - people calling
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in and telling oz stories of someone
they knew who lived herve or sharing
their own vivid memories of the
gtation. It has been, at times, magical
to gee the local people of Maghera
engage with the building in this way
and makes all of us who work here
fizel very privileged that the Station
Master's House has been brought
back to life in the manmer that it has.
The fact that fellow Maghera people
are happy that this restoration

has been carried out and new life
breathed into this historic building
is an unexpected bonos. Clients have
left in old pictures, brought in books
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on railway stations and locals drop
in with their yarns, We hawve all been
amazed at the reaction,

This firmm was started by Tony
MoCormick in 1971, I myself joined
in 2004 ag a solicitor and Mallon
MoCormick started business in
September 2008, (Tony retired
having created his own legacy in
Maghera for 45 years at the end

of 201 5). We had been seeking

to expand our premises and with
thizs in mind the Station Master's
House was purchased in Januwary
20015 and we set about applying for
planning permission via MoGurk
Chartered Architects, Magherafelt
This application was not withouot its
challenges ag this is a Grade B1 listed
building. Both Colm MoGurk, the
principal of that practice, and Edelle
Henry were instrumental in the
finizhed design we have today and [
am very gratefnl to them for this.
Planning was granted, and local
Maghera construction firm P&E
MeEaigue Limnited carried out

the cornplete refurbishment (the
building was in very poor repair)

in an incredibly short torn arpund.
Works comumenced on my wifes
birthday on the %th May and we
moved in to start buginess on the 1st
Mowember. Very instrurnental, too,
in the transformation process were
my goad friend and graphic designer,
Gabrie] Muldoon, local joinery firm
Specialist Joinery Gronp who were
regponsible for the fit-out to the
office and Top Glass who developed
the stroctural glazing together with
the architects. All the work was done
by local tradesmen and crafismen
from Maghera and the surrounding
areas, [ am very prood that all this
was achiewed by people from oy
home area.

We were very honoured for Anthomy
Tohill, Chairman of kid Ulster
Council to join us for the official
apening of the building late last

year along with my own family - my
wife Caitriona and my four children
Cara, Kate, Erin and Luke- opur staff,
friends and guests.

I hope this building will retain it
present grandeur and, theongh me
and onr team here, will continoe

to provide a service to the town of
Maghera - and beyond - for many
years to come,

One year after moving in I have

o say it has been a joy to work in
the Station Master's House. All our
clients who call have given very
positive feedback. Everybody here at
Mallon McCormick is delighted to be
working in such a beautiful building
which iz auch an important part of
our local history and which has now
been restored and reclaimed for

future generations.




